
Anja Harteros: International Opera Awards
2015, Best Female Singer

“Calixto Bieito’s take on Bizet’s Carmen is
tough, dark, spare and intelligent… There’s little
of the vulgarity that can make Bieito’s shows
annoyingly embarrassing.” The Guardian

“The crowd went wild for Vittorio Grigolo. He
sang urgently… singing tirelessly with equal
parts bravado and finesse.” 

Life and Arts, Martin Bernheimer

Anita Rachvelishvili: “It’s hard to find a better singer who pos-
sesses all the qualities needed for Carmen.” MET Opera

Bryan Hymel: “Today’s Golden Tenor shines in ‘Carmen’ at the
Royal Opera House.” The Guardian

“The soprano Sonya Yon cheva is poised for stardom.” NY Times

“Baritone Zeljko Lucic sang with a power and elegance revealing
the innate nobility of Verdi’s score.” NY Post

I n recent years, our Tours to Paris have consistently rewarded
our travelers with a wide variety of imaginative operatic
repertoire in the city’s wealth of beautiful theatres. During
the ideal weather of mid-June, our 2017 Tour will encompass
a total of SIX PERFORMANCES – four great operas of the

Italian, French and Russian repertoire, an evening of contempo-

rary ballet, and a vocal recital. Our program will
take us to three of the city’s glamorous venues
– the state-of-the-art Bastille Opera which is now
the home of the Opéra National de Paris; the
lavishly appointed Palais Garnier – still beloved
by the Parisians as the ‘old opera house’; and the
elegant ‘art nouveau’ Théâtre des Champs-Elysées,
a short walk from our hotel. 

All of our tickets have already been confirmed. 

First, a pair of Italian operas will include Rossini’s ‘bel canto’ com-
edy La Cenerentola (‘Cinderella’) at the Palais Garnier ‘old
house’ and Verdi’s ‘middle period’ Rigoletto at the state-of-the-art
Bastille Opera House. The Russian work will be Tchaikovsky’s
beloved melodrama Eugene Onegin in the Bastille. Yet another
Bastille staging will be Calixto Bieito’s sensual new production of
Bizet’s French masterwork, Carmen.

In addition to the four operas, we are fortunate that our dates
coincide with the sold-out Recital by Germany’s leading
soprano, Anja Harteros. Her concert in the Palais Garnier
promises to be a highlight of the entire European season.

Finally, an evening of Ballet at the Champs-Elysées will pre-
sent a contemporary dance company – Studio 3 Cia de Dança
– exploring the life of the Brazilian composer Villa-Lobos through
his music.

Altogether, this unusual program will provide a wealth of musical
rewards. Judging from our own recent experiences, we have
come to expect no less from the variety of the major Parisian
opera houses. 

Palais Garnier 

PARIS OPERA HIGHLIGHTS
The Bastille Opera; Palais Garnier; Champs-Elysées Theatre

Sunday, June 11th through Monday, June 19th
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Mid-June promises to be perfect weather to enjoy the beauty of
Paris and the richness of the city’s architecture. Our excursions will
take us to the Louis Vuitton Foundation and into the countryside
to Milly-La-Forêt, where we will visit La Maison Jean Cocteau
and the nearby Chapelle de Sainte-Blaise-des-Simples.

Sunday, June 11th, departure from New York’s Kennedy Airport
at 7:20 pm on Air France flight #7, scheduled to arrive at Charles
de Gaulle Airport in Paris at 8:35 am on the morning of the 12th.
Or independent travel to Paris.

Accommodations for a leisurely seven nights with a generous
buffet breakfast included at the Hotel Franklin Roosevelt, a
gracious and personal hotel on rue Clément Marot in the heart
of the Champs-Elysées district. This stone-clad, late 19th century
‘hotel particulier’ has only 48 rooms, with public areas including
a convenient bar, a wood-paneled lounge with a huge fireplace,
and a spacious reception area with comfortable upholstered fur-
niture. The friendly surrounding neighborhood is ideal for
strolling through quiet streets, shopping in intriguing boutiques,
and dining in characteristic French bistros and cafés. (While the
hotel does NOT have a full restaurant, the Brasserie Chez
André is directly across the street.) If you wish to arrive a day
early to adjust to the time change, we will be happy to reserve your
room for the additional night of June 11th. You should let us know
NOW if you want the early night.

Monday evening, June 12th, a
relaxed dinner is planned at
Philippe et Jean Pierre, “a
beautiful art deco restaurant
with a very Parisian address” a
short walk from the hotel. “In
the kitchen, Jean Pierre Brault
creates generous plates of
sunny, Mediterranean food.”
(www.toptable.com). This will
be an oppor tunity to meet
other members of the Tour. No
performance this evening.

Tuesday, June 13th, is left free
during the day for you to
recover from jet lag and to
adjust to the time change. Dur-
ing our several free days in
Paris, you will be able to enjoy a

huge range of museums, restaurants and boutiques. Our hotel is
in a prime district for browsing along the Champs-Elysées and
side streets. 

Tuesday evening, a short walk will take us to the Théâtre des
Champs-Elysées , the epitome of
Parisian ‘art nouveau’ style, for an 8:00
program of ballet by the Studio 3 Cia
de Dança. This Brazilian ensemble will
present an innovative view of the life of
Brazil’s most famous composer, Heitor
Villa-Lobos. 

On Wednesday morning, June 14th, a
full-day excursion will take us about an
hour south of Paris to the charming
French market town of Milly-La-Forêt,
famous for its town square and ‘Halle’ (a
covered wooden marketplace) and for La
Maison Jean Coc teau - the private
home of the poet, writer, painter, play-

wright, and film-
maker (‘La Belle
et La Bête’). Near -
 by, we will visit
the lovely Chap -
elle de Sainte-

Blaise-des-Simples, containing his remarkable frescoes of medi-
cinal plants climbing towards the ceiling, angels assisting Christ
in his resurrection, and a cat with Cocteau’s signature and star.
Cocteau was one of the greatest artistic personalities of the 20th
century and is buried inside the chapel with a marker bearing the
inscription ‘Je reste avec vous’ – I am always with you.  The old
bell from 1479 still stands in the chapel grounds and was used to
mark the start and finish of Milly’s Thursday market.  Lunch is
included today at ‘Au Colombier’ restaurant, a local favorite.

At 7:30 pm on Wednesday evening, our first performance at the
state-of-the-ar t Bastille Opera will be Piotr Ilyitch Tchai -
kovsky’s Eugene Onegin . Based on
Pushkin’s ironic poem depicting aristocratic
life in St. Petersburg during the Romanov
era, ‘Onegin’ remains Tchaikovsky’s most
beloved and romantic opera by vir tue of
Tatyana’s soaring ‘Letter Scene’, Onegin’s
cynical aria rejecting the virginal love of
Tatyana, the poet Lensky’s haunting aria of
farewell before he is killed in the duel, and
several waltzes during celebrations in the
country and St. Peters  burg. A sensational
cast is headed by the Bulgarian soprano
Sonya Yon cheva as Tat yana, Swed ish bari-
tone Peter Mattei as Onegin, Russian tenor
Arseny Yakoviev as Lensky, and Ukranian
bass Alexander Tsymbalyuk as Prince
Gremin. Veterans Hanna Schwarz and
Raul Gimenez are luxuriously cast as the

nurse Filipievna
and Monsieur Tri-
quet. The conduc-
tor conductor is London’s Edward
Gardner, and the production is directed
by Willy Decker with scenic designs by
Wolfgang Gussmann. Sung in Russian
with English/French titles.  

Thursday, June 15th, is free during the
day for independent activities.

Thursday evening, we will return to the
Bastille Opera for the 7:30 pm perfor-
mance of Giuseppe Verdi’s Rigoletto.
With a libretto by Piave based on Victor
Hugo’s French play ‘Le roi s’amuse’,Théâtre des Champs-Elysées

Milly-La-Forêt

Chapelle de
Sainte-Blaise-
des-Simples

Peter Mattei

Sonya Yoncheva

Hotel Franklin Roosevelt
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‘Rigoletto’ is set in the Northern Italian city of Man-
tua during the High Renaissance of the 16th cen-
tury. Verdi’s ‘middle period’ classic is highlighted by
the Duke’s three famously lyric arias (‘Questa o
quella’, ‘Parmi veder le lagrime’, and the fourth-act
‘La donna è mobile’), Gilda’s coloratura ‘Caro
nome’, the celebrated Quartet, and the hunchback’s
poignant ‘Pari siamo’ and angry accusation ‘Corti-
giani, vil razza dannata’. The cast of principals will
include American coloratura soprano Nadine
Sierra as Gilda, Serbian baritone Zeljko Lucic
reprising his portrayal of Rigoletto from the MET,
Italy’s handsome tenor Vittorio Grigolo as the
Duke of Mantua, Korean bass Kwanchul Youn as
the hired assassin Sparafucile, and Russian mezzo-
soprano Elena Maximova as his seductive sister
Maddalena. The conductor is Daniele Rustioni,
and the staging is by the team of director Claus
Guth and set designer Christian Schmidt. Sung
in Italian with English/ French titles. 

Friday, June 16th, we will visit Frank Gehry’s newest triumph,
the Louis Vuitton Foundation. In the tranquil setting of the
Bois de Boulogne, Gehry “sought to design – in Paris – a magnif-
icent vessel symbolizing the cultural calling of France”. This
extraordinary space for art and culture is unique and innovative,
already ranking among the iconic works of 21st century architec-
ture. The building reflects “the time and the light in order to give
the impression of something ephemeral and continually chang-
ing” (Frank Gehry).

At 7:30 pm,
our third
con    secutive
opera at the
Bastille will
be Geor  ges
Bizet’s grip-
ping French
tragedy, Car-
men . This
will be the
striking con-
t empo r a r y
product ion
by the Span -
ish director
C a l i x t o

Bieito. Set in the arid earthiness of post-Franco Spain, Bieito’s
sensual ‘Carmen’ is a powerful account of a defiantly indepen-
dent woman and her obsessive lover. Bieito’s “raw, physical and
cinematic vision provokes the intense, wild emotions pulsing
through this tale of love, lust and murder.” (San Francisco
Opera). The international cast will feature Georgian mezzo-
soprano Anita Rachvelishvili in her signature portrayal of the
seductive gypsy, American tenor Bryan Hymel as Don José,
the young Australian soprano Nicole Car as Micaela, and Russ-
ian bass-baritone Ildar Abdrazakov as the Toreador Escamillo.
The conductor will be Mark Elder, and the sets are designed by
Alfons Flores. Sung in French with English/French titles. 

Saturday, June 17th, is free during the day for independent activi-
ties. 

At 7:30 pm, we are fortunate to attend a performance in the ‘old
opera house’, the opulent Palais Garnier. This will be an ideal
venue for the new production of Gioacchino Rossini’s ‘bel canto’
comedy La Cenerentola. This light-hearted version of ‘Cin-

derella’ is replete with coloratura arias and characteristic
dazzling ensembles. The virtuoso cast will include Italian

mezzo-soprano Teresa Iervolino in the title role of Angelina,
Texas-born tenor Juan José de Leon as Don Ramiro, and Ital-
ians Alessio Arduini as Dandini and Roberto Tagliavini as Ali-
doro. Maestro Ottavio Dantone is the conductor, and the new
staging is directed by Guillaume Gallienne with sets designed
by Eric Ruf. Sung in Italian with English/French titles. No visit
to Paris is complete without an experience in the imposing
Palais Garnier overlooking the Place de l’Opéra. (The Garnier
‘old opera house’ was completed in 1875 in Second Empire style,
and the famous ceiling was painted by Marc Chagall in 1964.) 

On Sunday, June 18th, a pre-per formance dinner at Chez
André, across the street from our hotel. 

At 8:00 pm, our final performance will take us to the Palais Gar-
nier a second time for the eagerly anticipated Recital by Anja
Harteros. The statuesque German sop rano is currently at the
peak of her operatic career and is sought-after throughout the
European houses for her consummate por trayals of the
Marschallin, Leonora in ‘Forza del Destino’, Elsa in Lohengrin,
and Maddalena in ‘Andrea Chénier’. Her Recital this evening will
be a fitting celebration to conclude our week in Paris. The piano
accompanist will be Wolfram Rieger. (The program has not yet
been announced.) 

Sunday, June 19th, departure from Paris’ Charles de Gaulle Air-
port at 2:05 pm on Air France flight #6, scheduled to arrive at New
York’s Kennedy Airport at 4:20 pm. Or independent departure.

Paris

Price per person, based on double occupancy    $ 5,940     

Single room supplement                               $    980*

* We regret the high single supplement charged by the hotel in high
season. ALL SINGLE TRAVELERS WILL BE ACCOMMO-
DATED IN GENEROUS DOUBLE ROOMS FOR SINGLE
OCCUPANCY.

Airfare NOT included.    

Air fare: Prices are subject to change depending on time of book-
ing. Please contact our agent Linda Botros (see inside back
cover) for current fares.

Bastille Opéra

Vittorio Grigolo

Zeljko Lucic

Louis Vuitton Foundation
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